Established Home Educators’

Top 3 Tips
(info sheet, extra 6)

1.  Be in the moment
2.  Read anything and everything
3.  Remember to breathe
Kathryn, south-east, 2 teen boys

1.  Get involved in one of the homeschooling groups that meet – visit a few and find the one that meets your needs and that of your child(ren).

2.  Scour the home ed library – it is full of info on the different styles of home education, and even has some curriculum books from the different models

3.  Get on the internet and look up home-education - Join a few home ed Yahoo groups and ask lots of questions

Stephanie, southern suburbs, 2 teen boys
1.  Rather than focussing on academics and bookwork, take your children on long, slow nature walks - and often!

2.  Read, read, read - storybooks, nature books, science books, history books - just spend time together, and learn to love books.

3.  When purchasing curriculum, buy only a few things at a time - not seven or twelve years worth at once (oh, yeh, I did that!) - your goals and plans may change over time.

Linda, mid-north, 8 children
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1.  Don't buy a curriculum based program straight away

2.  Spend time on developing character traits

3.  Read, read, read some more to your children

Nadia, northern suburbs, 3 girls
1.  Keep a day-to-day diary
2.  Get in touch with another reputable home schooler near you for information and ideas.  Perhaps they might be able to loan you curriculum until you get an idea of what you want to do.
3.  Take photos of all activities and put them in a scrap book.  This makes it easier to remember what you've done when your review comes up.
4.  Have fun with your children.
Jill, mid-north, 2 children
1.  Keep a diary.  For any style of homeschooling.  You can use an exercise book.  Jot down a few notes about each day or for older children write a list of work to be covered on that day or get them to fill it out themselves at the end of each day.  This is great for reviewing what work has been done and also for filling out Govt. Ed. Dept. forms, it can be your 'attendance book' and you can show it to concerned relatives who ask, 'what are the children actually doing/learning'?

2.  Get to know your child.  This may seem a bit weird because of course you know your child but what I mean is getting to know their strengths and weaknesses, their learning styles, how to judge their moods, sleep patterns and for the older girls their monthly cycles.  This information is invaluable!!  This way you'll know what you can and can't achieve on a particular day.

3.  Set the example.  If you want your children to be readers then be a reader yourself.  If you want them to be life long learners then be a learner yourself.  This applies in all areas - being tidy, polite, respectful, etc, etc.

Kylie, Murraylands, 2 teens (1 boy, 1 girl)
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1.  Trust your children

2.  Trust yourself ... you know your kids better than anyone else

3.  Read ... reading is knowledge and knowledge is power!

Jessie, Adelaide south, 3 girls

1.  Remember your family is individual and has individual needs and individual children different from anyone else's situation and that what works for someone else may not be the right solution for you.

2.  Don't give up.

3.  When you feel like giving up, just keep remembering the alternative and remind yourself of your original goals in HS.  For the Christian it is because the biblical pattern for the education of our children is home education by their own parents to prepare children for all aspects of life (not just academic but character as well, and all from the foundation of God as creator and sustainer of all things).

Joseph, Adelaide Hills, 6 children (soon to be 7)
1.  When you make the decision to home educate, make sure you know that it is the right thing for your family.  Study your decision and be sure in it.  This will help carry you through times when you feel burned out or question if you are doing the right thing.  For us it was a matter of prayer.  We studied our options for each child and made decisions based on their specific needs.

2.  Don't try to reinvent the wheel - there are so many good resources available to home educators at bookshops or on the net that you can save a great deal of time and effort in preparation that can be redirected to spend on other activities.

3.  Be prepared to change your ideas.  Homeschooling changes over time as children grow and family needs change.  Be flexible and don't stress if things go differently (but don't we anyway!).

4.  Don't fall into the trap of believing that home education is the right way for all.  Avoid putting down schools, teachers and other schooled children, as home education is not the right choice for all children.  We all have the right to meet the needs of our children in whatever way they require.  One way to build respect for home education is to show respect to others and to quietly go about the business of educating our children.

Maree, northern suburbs, 4 children (2 teens)
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1.  Before beginning, attend some homeschooler groups/events, and meet with 2 or more homeschoolers in their own homes to see how different people set up their learning environments, discuss homeschooling and your child’s/families personality and needs, and to view first-hand some of the resources that are available to homeschoolers.

2.  Read at least one or two good homeschooling books, e.g. For the Children’s Sake: foundations of education for home and school, by Susan Schaeffer Macaulay, or Real Learning: education in the heart of the home, by Elizabeth Foss.
3.  Become a member of the ‘virtual’ homeschooling community by finding a few useful on-line chat groups to join – these are a treasure trove of useful, ‘nuts and bolts’ type information from people who are walking the walk, using diverse methods and a wide variety of resources and curricula.  This is where encouragement and inspiration can be found on a daily basis.

Marina, lower Barossa, 3 boys

1.  Have another homeschooler go through your application before submitting it.
2.  Keep good records regarding days spent schooling, school work completed, social days, etc.

3.  Be flexible – listen to your children and find the ‘groove’ where your children love learning and you see their progress.

Vanessa, north-west suburbs, 2 teens, 1 pre-teen (3 adult children)
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The information provided herein is given in good faith, and great care has been taken to ensure that it is accurate,

however, we are not legal experts but, rather, experienced home educators (homeschoolers),

therefore, we advise that expert legal advice should be sought if you consider it appropriate.
