What to Teach
(info sheet, core 5)

Subjects / Key Learning Areas
The ‘eight key learning areas’ (KLA’s) that DECS requires parents to cover are listed below, together with the various strands within each KLA:
1.
English Language  -  3 Strands:

-  Texts and contexts

-  Language

-  Strategies
e.g. reading, writing, spelling, listening and speaking.
2.
Mathematics  -  5 Strands:

-  Exploring, analysing and modelling data

-  Measurement

-  Number

-  Pattern and algebraic reasoning

-  Spatial sense and geometric reasoning

3.
Science  -  4 Strands:

-  Earth and space

-  Energy systems

-  Life systems

-  Matter
e.g. for older students it would be physics, chemistry, biology and earth science.
4.
Society and Environment  -  4 Strands:

-  Time, continuity and change

-  Place, space and environment

-  Societies and cultures

-  Social systems
e.g. history, geography and society.
5.
Languages other than English (LOTE)  -  3 Strands:

-  Communication

-  Understanding language

-  Understanding culture
e.g. doesn’t need to be an actual language can also include the study of other countries and cultures.
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6.
Design and Technology  -  3 Strands:

-  Critiquing

-  Designing

-  Making
e.g. making things - Lego, design buildings  from recyclable material etc and technology includes computer skills, digital cameras, etc.
7.
Health and Fitness  -  3 Strands:
-  Physical activity and participation

-  Personal and social development

-  Health of individuals and communities
e.g. includes sporting activities as well as learning about how to have a healthy body and to be safe.
8.
The Arts  -  3 Strands:

-  Arts practice

-  Art analysis and response

-  Arts in context

e.g. may be painting, dance, craft.
Many home educators also add in other subject which they personally feel are important for a well rounded education, e.g. religious/faith formation, history, world history, Australian history, etiquette and deportment, etc.

Highly detailed information regarding the KLA’s is contained within the SA Curriculum Standards Accountability (SACSA) Framework, which can be downloaded from the internet (http://www.sacsa.sa.edu.au/index_fsrc.asp?t=HOME).  However home educators are not required to download or follow this curriculum as it was created for use within mainstream schools.
Developmental Outcomes
There are 9 ‘developmental outcomes’ which are suggested by DECS when encouraging team and group activities as part of a child’s development:
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To develop trust and confidence

To develop a positive sense of self

To develop a personal and group identity

To develop a sense of being connected with others

To be intellectually inquisitive

To develop a range of thinking skills

To become an effective communicator

To develop a sense of physical well-being

To develop a range of physical competencies

Learning Styles and Methods
Try to identify what your child’s learning style is, and use a method that suits both the child and you/your family – see the information sheet entitled ‘Learning Styles and Methods’.

Ways To Know ‘Where Your Child Is At’
IQ testing by a qualified Child Psychologist/Psychiatrist can be very helpful, however it is also quite an expense.  It’s use is to identify areas of weakness and strength which can then be helpful in planning what resources and style of learning to use with your child/ren.
Otherwise, there are a few resources which provide check lists for elements of achievement within various subject areas, e.g. What Do I Teach? by Victoria Carlton and Diana de Gruchy, published by the International Centre for Excellence (http://www.ice-au.com) – although this is based on the Western Australian curriculum, it is still highly relevant as a guide.  Unfortunately, it is out of print and the replacement book, Ages and Stages, is not yet available, however, second-hand copies can be sourced.
Another way of assessing where your child is at might be to obtain a brief booklet/workbook that you can use as an unofficial test, e.g. Jim Coroneos Publications (http://www.coroneos.com.au/) has a wide range of workbooks covering all subject areas and age/grade levels.  They are relatively brief and their ‘basic skills’ ones assess general knowledge in all subjects for a particular age/grade level – if a child can complete the workbook with relative ease, then they are at least at that level academically.
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The information provided herein is given in good faith, and great care has been taken to ensure that it is accurate,

however, we are not legal experts but, rather, experienced home educators (homeschoolers),

therefore, we advise that expert legal advice should be sought if you consider it appropriate.
