Getting Started
(info sheet, core 4)

Subjects required by DECS
The ‘eight key learning areas’ (KLA’s) that DECS requires parents to cover are listed below:

Language

Mathematics

Science

Society and Environment

Language other than English (LOTE)

Design and Technology

Health and Fitness

The Arts

More detailed information, including the strands within each KLA, is available in another information sheet entitled ‘What To Teach’.
However, soon there will be the inclusion of History as a new KLA and it is uncertain which other KLA this will replace.

Record Keeping
The purpose of record keeping is to demonstrate to DECS, if necessary, that planning for the coming months has been undertaken and that progressive learning is occurring.  Apart from this, it can also be a very useful way of seeing just how much your child/ren have covered over recent months.
The keys to making record keeping easy and achievable are to keep them up to date on a daily/weekly basis, and to be open to changing your style of record keeping if what you start with turns out to be too difficult for you.

Record keeping can be either paper based (books, diaries or forms), or electronic.  Styles vary widely from 

Some styles of record keeping are as follows – they include both computer-based and booklet/paper-based methods, and can either be purchased or free (either from disks or downloadable from the net duplicable, or copied from reproducible books).
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A short selection of typical paper-based methods are as follows:

· Simple diary, e.g. ‘day to a page’

· Spiral bound booklet from Light Educational Ministries, entitled LEM Home Education Planner (http://www.lem.com.au/, at the top of the right column select ‘shop’ then go down to ‘home education’).
· A mix of a diary and a booklet like that from Always Learning Books, entitled Practical Homeschooling:  homeschool diary, by SA home education consultant Beverley Paine (http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/diaries.html); and
· Reproducible forms like those in ‘Everything you need to know about Homeschool Unit Studies’ from Stewardship (http://www.unitstudies.com/Default.aspx), or others that are downloadable, often free, from the web, e.g. Chart Jungle (http://www.chartjungle.com/schoolhome.html), or Donna Young (http://www.donnayoung.org/forms/index.htm).

A short selection of computer-based methods is as follows:

· CD-ROM ‘Class Lesson Planner’ from Christian Liberty Press (http://ebiz.netopia.com/clpress/pages/store/skudetail.nhtml?profile=teachingtoolsandsupport&uid=12341&returnURL=http%3A//ebiz.netopia.com/clpress/teachingtoolsandsupport), also available in booklet format (http://ebiz.netopia.com/clpress/pages/store/skudetail.nhtml?profile=teachingtoolsandsupport&uid=11015&returnURL=http%3A//ebiz.netopia.com/clpress/teachingtoolsandsupportOM); and

· CD-ROM ‘Homeschool Tracker’ from TGHomeSoft (http://www.homeschooltracker.com/tracker_basic.aspx)
However, many home educators ‘custom make’ their own methods of record keeping.  One example is as follows, simply using a ledge type book:

· School day or attendance, plan of topics for the next year … but it is flexible and am happy to drop some things and add others.  I have an excursion planner and keep a record of forthcoming social activities the children are involved in or attend unexpectedly.  Also record doctors or medical appointments - children at school have sick days and that is recorded in the attendance record as illness, and so can home educated children.  I also keep a record of their daily activities.  As the children become old enough they can keep their own record in a school diary.
(  3  (
Socialization
Studies are showing that home educated children are as well socialized if not better socialized than their ‘schooled peers.
To be socialized you need to be able to communicate across ages, be able to have a relationship across ages and, to a large degree, follow the rules of the family and society.
Groups like church, community organisations, after school jobs, and other extra-curricular activities, e.g. swimming, sports, dancing, all enable a child to have opportunity for social interaction and develop their skills.  And don’t forget relatives, family friends, neighbours, and the general day-to-day activities of shopping and errands where children inevitably run into people of all ages.

And, of course, get with some other home educators and groups – subscribe to local or even interstate/national home education newsletters, e.g. Home Based Learners (HBL) (http://www.websouth.com.au/hbl/), etc., and if possible access the internet to keep abreast of what is occurring in the virtual home education community, e.g. Home-Educators SA (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/home-education-sa/), SA Country Homeschoolers (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/sacountryhomeschoolers/), etc. (there are also more specific groups, e.g. natural and unschooling groups, Charlotte Mason groups, Christian groups of both general and specific denominations, or specifically secular groups, etc).  Details of how to access these web groups are available in the information sheet entitled ‘Home Education Resources’.
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The information provided herein is given in good faith, and great care has been taken to ensure that it is accurate,

however, we are not legal experts but, rather, experienced home educators (homeschoolers),

therefore, we advise that expert legal advice should be sought if you consider it appropriate.
