How to Apply for

Exemption from Attendance at School

For the Purposes of Home Education
(info sheet, core 3)

Some people who choose to home educate their children choose not to register with the Department of Education and Childrens’ Services (DECS – commonly referred to as the Education Department) for an ‘exemption from attendance at school’.  The reasons for this are many and varied – it is a personal decision.
However, if you choose to register with the DECS then the following steps can be followed:

1.  Enrolling and/or removing your child from school
There are two options, depending on whether a child is attending school yet, or not:

a.  For children not attending school:  Enrol at a school (as you intend to home educate, your child doesn't actually ever have to attend) – it is up to you to decide at what point you advise the school that you are simply fulfilling a requirement of the DECS to enrol at a school as part of the registration process for an ‘exemption from attendance at school’.  Public schools are not permitted to deny acceptance of your enrolment if they know that you are going to home educate, whereas private schools are not legally required to accept an enrolment from someone they know will be home educating rather than attending.
So saying, there are some private schools that are quite happy to enrol home educators (some charge a small fee, e.g. approximately $30 per annum).
b.  For children currently attending school:  Advise the Principal of the school that your child will not be attending as you are going to pursue home education, and that you have already been in contact, or intend to be, with the DECS in order to discuss it with them.  It may be advisable to notify the Principal both verbally, in the first instance, and subsequently in writing, to ensure that there is documentation that the school has been advised.  Technically children are required to remain in school until the registration process is complete, however in practice many people withdraw their children at the same time as they make initial contact with the DECS to obtain the paperwork to apply for an ‘exemption from attendance at school’ – to date, the DECS has not indicated any problem with this occurring, provided that the process of registering for an exemption has commenced.
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2.  Contact the Education Department
Request that they send you a pack called ‘Application For Exemption From Attendance At School’ - this step can actually be done first, if you like, but if you choose to do it first then the DECS has your name and address and you will no longer be ‘under the radar’ if you subsequently choose not to go through the registration process.
DECS’ contact details are as follows:

Department of Education and Children’s Services

Schools and Children’s Services

6th floor, Education Centre

31 Flinders Street

(GPO Box 1152)

Adelaide   SA   5000

Ph:  8226 0044

Fx:  8410 2534

Wb:  http://www.decs.sa.gov.au/portal/community.asp?group=matters&id=homeeducation
Director, School and District Operations:  Judy Day

Project Officer, Home Education:  Sally Robbins – 8226 1327, robbins.sally@saugov.sa.au
3.  Complete the forms and return them to DECS
If you find the forms a little daunting then make contact with the HEA-SA which can advise you, either by providing an example of a completed application form, or put you in contact with experienced home educators who can personally assist you.  In SA we are allowed great latitude with regard to the choice of curriculum/programme and educational style to use.
Contact details for a local representative of the SA Branch can be obtained from the Head Office of the HEA (Home Education Association, Inc) are as follows:

Home Education Association, Inc
4 Burce Street

Stanmore   NSW   2048

Ph:  1300 72 99 91

Em:  secretary@hea.asn.au
Wb:  http://www.hea.asn.au/
Secretary:  Colleen Strange
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It is possible to contact experienced home educators via the home education internet forums who will share information and assist you in completing the paperwork, e.g.

Home Education SA:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/home-education-sa/
Homeschool FAQ:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HomeschoolAustraliaFAQ/
4.  A date to meet will be arranged
A Project Officer from the DECS will either phone and/or send a letter advising a date they would like to meet with you to discuss your application paperwork further.  If the date doesn't suit you then you have absolute freedom to negotiate a different date.

a.  It is at your invitation that the DECS would enter your home for this interview – the first interview must be held in the place where the learning will be occurring, i.e. the family home.
However subsequent meetings are not required to be held in that same location - some people go to the DECS's offices, whilst others meet at a neutral location.  It could be said that most people do have the DECS’s Project Officers to come to their homes.
b.  There is no requirement for you to produce your children for the Project Officers to see and/or talk with.  But it may be wise to have the children greet them, talk for a few minutes and perhaps show them a project of their own choosing as an example of work completed, before having them go for a treat with a trusted adult, e.g. family member or friend, while the adults discuss the formal purpose of the meeting.
c.  Project Officers are not permitted to do any of the following:

**  Talk to your children without your permission.

**  Ask questions of the children which test or quiz their academic knowledge.

**  Ask to see examples of the children's written work (although most children seem only too keen to voluntarily show-off examples of their work to the Project Officers).
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5.  The interview with the Project Officer will take place
Meetings are usually quite relaxed.  The Project Officer will go through each item, or just a few, from the form which you previously completed and returned to the DECS.  Project Officers should always be polite and professional – they are not permitted to do any of the following:

**  Come on to your property without your permission.

**  Enter your back-yard or house without your knowledge.

**  Inspect your home – they are not allowed to take an unescorted tour of your home (nor even request a tour), open any doors that are closed, and neither open nor take any folders/books/calendars/etc off shelves/desks/etc.

The Project Officer is in your home at your invitation, therefore you have the right to instruct the Project Officer to leave at any time during the meeting and to request that a different Project Officer be appointed to complete the interview on a different date, either in your home or elsewhere.

6.  Advice whether an exemption has been granted
Some time shortly after the meeting/interview you will receive a letter advising the outcome of your application - the normal outcome is to be granted a 12 month exemption from attendance at school, however sometimes it may only be granted for 6 months (this is uncommon).  If you are only granted the legal minimum of a 6 month exemption, or your application is denied (this is rare), then you are within your rights to be given clear and detailed reasons why, and you would have the right to re-apply.
7.  Annual review
You won't hear from the DECS again until about 10-11 months later when they will phone or write to you to organise your 12 month review.  It is entirely up to you as to what date the meeting is set for – if they want to make an appointment well prior to the end of your 12 months exemption period then it is justifiable to set a date that matches the month that your original interview was held.
For the yearly/annual review you will be sent a similar form to the initial application form, to be completed and returned, after which you will be contacted to set a date for a Project Officer to meet you again for a meeting/review.
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Always ask for confirmation in writing for any dates and times of meetings, and ask for an agenda for each meeting at the same time, to assist you in ensuring you have all the information needed.  This information should be advised in the letter from DECS confirming the date of the review.

Author:  Marina Wright
Editor:  Vanessa Whittaker 

The information provided herein is given in good faith, and great care has been taken to ensure that it is accurate,

however, we are not legal experts but, rather, experienced home educators (homeschoolers),

therefore, we advise that expert legal advice should be sought if you consider it appropriate.

