Introduction to Homeschooling

(info sheet, core 1)

Home Education Is Legal, And It Works!
According to both the SA Education Act, 1972, and the UN Declaration of Human Rights, parents are their children’s first and primary educators … and most do a great job!

It is not a legal requirement for a child to attend pre-school or primary school until they are 6 years of age.  After this, enrolment must be maintained until a child is 17 years old.
Most parents would be able to home educate but not all would want to and not all should.  Schools suit a lot of children but some children will not be able to flourish in the ‘school’ environment for a variety of reasons, and home education is a positive choice for the parents of those children to make.

How To Home Educate
There are many different styles, or philosophies, of home education, just as there are different philosophies amongst state/government, private and independent schools.  How one home educates is very much a choice for the family.  Some of these are as follows:
Natural learning

Unschooling
Deschooling

Steiner

Montessori

Charlotte Mason
Moore

Unit Study (thematic/project/immersion)
Lap-booking
Classical (grammar/logic/rhetoric)

Curriculum based (pre–prepared/purchased programmes)
Eclectic
Christian/Bible based, or other faith based approach
School at home

Many home educators combine one, two or three approaches in a self-styled approach that better suits their child/ren’s learning style and the dynamics of their own family, e.g. Charlotte Mason’s philosophy and natural learning.
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Legal Requirements in SA
The SA Education Act, 1974, states that “a child of compulsory school age must be enrolled at a primary school or secondary school (according to educational attainments of the child).”  An exemption from attending school can be granted for the purposes of home education by the Minister of Education, a task which is delegated to the Home Education Project Officer.

You may get a couple of interpretations of the law about this.  Some people believe that you should register for an exemption from attending school in order to home educate, while others believe it is the parents who are responsible for their children and therefore has nothing to do with the government.  Those who hold this latter view will often not register.  There appear to be strong arguments for both points of view.
If you choose to register for an exemption you will need to contact the Education Department (Department of Education and Childrens’ Services, commonly referred to as DECS) for the forms – they need to know what you will provide for your children under the eight required areas of study.
Please refer to additional HEA-SA flyers for further information, e.g. ‘How to apply for exemption’.
What to Teach

The ‘eight key learning areas’ that DECS requires parents to cover are:

Language

Mathematics

Science

Society and environment

Language other than English

Design and technology

Health and fitness

Arts

However, soon there will be the inclusion of History as a new key learning area and it is uncertain which other key learning area this will replace.
It is very useful when dealing with DECS to learn some of the ‘jargon’ associated with schools and education.
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Planning And Record Keeping
In the opinion of many home educators, appropriate record keeping is important.  There is no point to having a system of recording which you don’t use, so careful consideration of what you believe you could realistically maintain needs to be undertaken.  There are many different methods used, ranging from a daily diary (separate from your usual appointments diary) through to various books and forms.

The purpose of record keeping is to demonstrate that planning for the coming months has been undertaken and that progressive learning is occurring.

Two elements seem to make record keeping achievable and easy - keep records up to date on a daily/weekly basis so they are ready and available at a moment’s notice, and be flexible with what you’ve planned - don’t be afraid to change it to fit your child and family’s needs.

Some Advantages Of Home Education
Here is just a sampling of some of the numerous benefits and outcomes of choosing home education for your child/ren:

· The home education programme can be planned to meet the needs of the individual child, including if they are gifted or have a disability (either physical or academic).
· Children develop an excitement and love of learning.
· Children respect their parents more.
· The children usually have a very good relationship with each other and enjoy the company of their family.
· They gain confident independence and a sense of responsibility for themselves that is positive, and often quite self motivated.
· They are not compared to other children in a negative sense.
· There is no negative peer pressure, in fact, children are often able to identify poor behaviour and are able to decide with confidence that they don’t want to look or be that way.  Issues of the moment can be discussed and a moral or ethical statement can be determined about why something is appropriate or not, why some people hold certain beliefs, and why we do or don’t.
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· No bullying!
· Children are very happy to learn and enjoy being able to learn (it is not cool at school to enjoy learning, hence the labeling of ‘nerds’, etc).

· Children have a positive self image and freedom to be individual.

· There is great flexibility for the family as they can do their learning at home, at the beach, while traveling, around appointments, the parent(s) work schedule, on a weekend day and have a week day off (in your record keeping you only need to aim to complete approximately 180 ‘school’ days per year).

· Flexibility of daily scheduling - some families will do a few hours learning in the mornings and organize the sports/social/crafts/art/cooking, etc, in the afternoons.  For example, some children will begin ‘school’ work at 8:30am, have a outdoor break at about 10am, lunch at about 1pm, and then finish either about then or maybe do a little more up to about 3pm.
· Able to take advantage of community opportunities to learn, e.g. the annual Palaentology Week at the SA Museum, special exhibitions, art galleries, other museums, participation in cultural festivals as they occur, visits to the zoo and Botanic Gardens, etc..
· Flexibility around the work schedules and shifts of parents, e.g. where there are long breaks between shifts/rosters some families will travel.  The children are then able to experience history and their environment first-hand, seeing and experiencing different geography and geology in areas such as the Flinders Ranges, South East (Mt Gambier and Naracoorte Caves), interstate jaunts to places such as Victoria to see the Gariwerd Grampians, or Canberra, or down to the Great Ocean Road and the Volcanic Trail, etc.
Some Of The Disadvantages
· There is sacrifice, as it is difficult for both parents to work outside the home - one parent usually needs to be at home in order to facilitate the child/ren’s learning, and most often this is the Mother, so there can be financial sacrifice.
· There is no financial assistance from the government, nor are home educators able to claim a tax rebate on resources.  Home educating doesn’t have to be expensive, but it can be - it depends on how you decide to home-school.

· It can take a lot of time, both in the planning and the doing.  It is necessary to know that, and to ensure down-time is planned for the parent who is home much of the time.
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· Dealing with other people’s attitudes or prejudices.  You need to have thought about why you want/choose to home educate and have your answer/s ready.  More and more people are becoming supportive and understanding but some people can be very strong in their ignorance.

What To Do If You Decide To Home Educate
· Talk to people other home educators, if possible attend some of the groups and social events to talk about and see what different families do.

· If you decide to register for an exemption from DECS then before you make contact with them be prepared with what you plan to do.
· Telephone the Home Education Project Officer at DECS and ask for the home education information pack and forms to be sent to you.
· Discuss what to include in your exemption application with other home educators, not a teacher (things are done differently in a home education programme so different things are expected because most people are not teachers).
· When talking with DECS avoid speaking in absolutes, e.g. “we will always do …”, “we will never …” - they want to hear that you will be flexible.
· These are especially important if you have a ‘special needs’ child - if you think home education, or any aspect of it, would be to the child’s benefit then it probably will be.  But be careful if the child has already attended a school - seek support from those in the home educating community.
The Issue Of Socialisation
People seem to be fixated on this issue.  But think about what occurs in a school - children mix with the same age peer group so they are usually at a very similar level, they mostly see just other children.  Parents often say “Since little … went to school he is not as obedient, his language has decreased and become less pleasant, he /she is not as respectful, s/he eats poorly, sleeps poorly.”  Rather than being socialised it is actually learning by association.
In some schools there may be a yellow line or some thing similar to tell the little children they are not allowed to be in the same area as the big kids because the big kids might hurt them.  That is not showing well socialised children but a mob mentality
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To be well socialised is to be able to communicate with people of different ages, genders and social groupings and, to a large degree, follow the rules of the family and society at large.  Studies are showing that home educated children are as well socialised, if not better, than their ‘school’ peers.
Also, school is not the only place that a child is able to gain social skills and socialise – just as ‘school’ children engage in activities within the community, so too home educated children are part of the local communities, engaging in activities such as church, sports, community organisations, dances, employment, etc, etc.
Home Education and High School
It may get a little more complicated but people can and do home educate through high school ... and, for those who want or need to, go on to successfully access university based education.
University Entrance
It is not necessary to have SACE to enter University - there are a number of alternative ways to enter university, e.g. completing a portfolio (which includes evidence of work experience, entry into alternative educational experiences like Westpac Math comp, or science comp, or whatever will help you in the course you wish to do), interviews with the faculty the student wishes to enter, or undertaking courses at an intermediary educational institute initially, which can then lead to university entrance (and often status can be granted for the subjects undertaken), or an applicant can undertake the STAT test at mid-year, or some time later.
There is an increasing number of universities which actively seek applications from home educated students – the ability of these applicants to be self directed and their pre-existing ability to research independently, as well as their keen love of learning, make them highly desirable candidates.
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The information provided herein is given in good faith, and great care has been taken to ensure that it is accurate,

however, we are not legal experts but, rather, experienced home educators (homeschoolers),

therefore, we advise that expert legal advice should be sought if you consider it appropriate.
